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Lee Harvey Oswald's use of the address 544 Carrro St Hew Orleans 
Government secrecy and suppression ‘ 

Paul Koch, a graduate student at the0feii versify of California at 
Berkeley, has been conducting a study of the murder of President John Kennedy 
ana its official investigation. He has been interested in Oswald’s picketing 

an " We 01 tne aQQress 544 Gam P st * in Se " : Orleans, when he finally decided that 
through the usual channels the government would not provide him with a copy of 

one of the publicly-svailable items Oswald gave the 3T3I when Oswald was arrested 

^ 1963 ’ thrSe “ d 2 “ **>» *• assassination, 

^fiSTlWkid the "freedom of Information" Act. He supplied the Deportment of 
Justice with the requisite forms and papers properly executed and accompanied 
by the proper cash advance, u jnioi^|^_o^^ 10, iy,:P r After more than 10 

months anu 18 pages of nesuless correspondence, he still has only partiof an 
answer. Aad he not been persistent and seen through the evasions of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, including a ^eputy Attorney General, he would have teen 

deceived, lead to believe what is not true, and would have lacked even the part 
of an answer ne finally 

To begin with, the department of Justice attempted to hide from 

him the fact that Oswald, to its knowledge, three and a half months before the 

murder, was using a return address that had teen that of an organization created 

ana funaed by the CIA, the Cuban “evolutionary ^ouncil. Mvnugli . jhe department 

of Justice, especially the federal Bureau of Investigation, which acted as the 
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investigative staff of the barren Commission, was aware this smell building, 

fcn.s a side entrance cn nsfayette St. In this same building and using the side 
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address was a detective agency operated by/a maa race famous in the PBI, then 



enjoying the oest relations with it, aad^ eputedly connected with fefc-asd other 
go jemm.ai investigative egrncies^a t tlt-jt* tlmii. H e £ s elso known to have been an 
associate of the late David T. ferrie, who was often seen in his company and in 
ni_ Oiiice^, was reported to have been seen with Cswaid, was a vddlent racist, 

cnd " SS tIle assoe iste and helper of the man who then was in charge of the New 




Orleans office of tine Cuban ^evolutionary Council, Sergio Arcacha Smith.. In fact, 
although the Federal Bureau of x nvestigation knew it and carefully withheld its 
knowledge from the L'arren Commission, this same man, the late Guy Banister, 
actually arranged for the office space used by the Cuban ^evolutionary "'ouncil 
at 544 Camp St., the address Oswald also used as a return address on his literature. 

Hoch was aware that the FBI had not informed the T/arren Commission of 
the significance of the Oswald use of the address 544 Camp St., for I had brought 
it to public attention in my book, OST.ALB IN 1121.7 ORLEANS and had given him copies 
of the unpublished FBI reports disclosing this deception. Among his purposes was 
establishing that, in fact, from August 1963, three and a half months prior to 
the Presidential -murder, the FBI did know of this Oswald association and whether, 
in fact, it had actually withheld the proof of its knowledge from the Warren 
Commission. Nowhere in the Y/arren ^eport, the 26 appended volumes of so-called 
evidence, or the organized chaos oil the enormous store of official doeumehts 
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deposited in the National Archives, • hisa. Hoch or l - anrmJ.in g-ae, been 
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able to locate any indication of any FBI investigation, before or after the 

A 

assassination, of Oswald’s use of the address of the CIA-organized and funded 

groups or of its relationship with Banister or of the known use, by the same 

people, of '“anister’s office after the Cuban ^evolutionary Council surrendered 

its office space. There is the shallowest pretense of an investigation, by 

J/1 ew Orleans FBI Agent Ernest 0. 'Veil, Jr., on one occasion assisted by SA Law- 
H?/se., Lfi\ tlccofcJ / 

pence ? . .-j BF/ E bird day after the President's murder. It amounts 
to a deliberate deception and pretends Banister's office is elsewhere than in the 
544 Camp St. Bui.idi.ag and that he did net have the known association with Arcach^^p*-^ 
with the FBI having failed to conduct this investigation so urgently 
required of it before the assassination or when it was investigating the assassina- 
tion, the Department of Justice now admits that it is withholding this pamphlet 
voluntarily given it by Oswald from the public Thich is entitled to it on the 
ground that it is now conducting an investigation, as the ground specified on 
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behalf of the Attorney General by Janies T. Devine, assistant to deputy Attorney 
General Darren Christopher, in writing, under date of November 8, 1964. He did 
not make this admission voluntarily. Nor did he make it promptly. Dhen, after 

seven months, H 0 ch still had no meaningful responses, in an effort to 
learn the truth he submitted a number of possibilities to Devine, under date of 
September 13, 1968. One of these asked, "Am I correct m assuming uhat jour 
position is th^f since it is in the 'investigative files' it is exempt from 
public disclosure under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 522(b)?" (This is the 
"Freedom of Information’* Act.) On October 27 Eoeh reminded Devine he had not 
responded. Not until November 8 did he. He then said, "Your assumption is 

correct." i jg 

113(1 sought to avoid acknowledging that this 

suppressed pamphlet bore the suppressed address, 544 Camp St. added by a rubber 

stamp. Eoch^ finally .-fga esa to o pote tg d^-ucstie a^ asked, "I am specifically 

asking you to advise me exactly what stamped impression, if any, appears on 

page 39 ( or any other page), of the pamphlet obtained by SS Quigley..." and he 

asked if it tere 544 Camp St. Devintfe finally conceded it did "contain the 

rubber stamped impression: FPCC, 544 Camp St., New Orleans, Le. 

Thus we have the Attorney General end the Department of Justice 
first misleading and denying information to the barren Commission, then 
attempting to deceive and denyi^ information to concerned citizens., 
jfois information was vital to the conduct of any investigation Ox t...e Pre..ioent 
murder, living failed itself to conduct the investigation with vhich it was 



charged and of which it knew the essential fact without special investigation - 
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•D . p gt n g the itrfui'm^tiuu. 



engagi£« in a coverun - -Baar^few^wrESHolding the i-jrfu^^tlwu^js reamjssa 
on the spurious ground it is conducting an investigation. 




